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Dear Delegates, 

The chairs welcome you all to the United Nations Children’s Fund and hope that your 
presence and involvement will blossom into sessions of fruitful, challenging and intellectually 
stimulating debates. Model United Nations is a demanding and stimulating intellectual experience 
which involves substantial researching, public speaking, debating, and writing skills, as well as 
critical thinking, teamwork, and leadership abilities. 

As a delegate of a country you will be expected to have familiarised yourself before the 
conference with its position on the topic at hand. Your task is to represent your country’s interests 
diligently and accurately, arguing for their objectives and aims. Through formal debates and 
informal negotiations behind the scenes, you will push for your country’s agenda and strike 
diplomatic deals with representatives of other sovereign states. 

UNICEF will have two topics on the floor:  

(1) Humanitarian responses to children displaced by conflicts; 

(2) Prevention of underage prostitution. 

Model UN provides delegates with three general modes of debating: the General Speakers’ 
List, as well as moderated and unmoderated caucuses. A General Speakers’ List, often called 
“formal debate”, is opened by the chairs immediately after the committee sets the agenda to one of 
the topics. During the formal debate, speakers may speak generally on the topic (agenda item, 
amendment/draft resolution discussed) and may address any document currently on the floor. 

Please familiarise yourself in detail with the rules of procedure provided to you. Please do 
not hesitate to contact any of the chairs with any enquiries concerning the topics or the rules of 
procedure. 

The chairs wish all of you a pleasant and productive time in the committee. 

 

Piotr Sitnik, Sophie Pike, Karolina Jarosińska 

 

I.   WELCOME LETTER FROM THE CHAIRS 

II.   INTRODUCTION TO THE COMMITTEE 



 

UNICEF (the United Nations Children's 

Emergency Fund) is a United Nations 
program with a stated aim of tendering long-
term humanitarian and developmental 
assistance to children and mothers in 
developing countries. It is governed by an 
Executive Board that establishes policies, 
approves programs and oversees 
administrative and financial plans. The 
Executive Board is made up of government 
representatives who are elected by the United 
Nations Economic and Social Council, 
usually for three-year terms.  

Founded in 1946 to provide immediate 
response to the famine of European children  
following World War II, UNICEF  has been 
involved in numerous missions and a plethora 
of milestones in the history of protection of 
the rights of the child, inter alia:  the passing 
of the Declaration of the Rights of the Child 
(1959), establishment of the International 
Year of the Child (1979),  adoption of the 
International Code of Marketing of 
Breastmilk Substitutes (1981; in order to 
encourage breastfeeding, and in so doing 
diminish the threats to infant health), 
publication of the Adjustment  with a Human 
Face study (1987; examined ways to protect 
children and women from the malign effects 
of the economic adjustments and reforms 
taken to reduce national debt in poor 
countries),  summoning the World Summit for 
Children (1990),  and the  2001 launch of the 
Global Movement for Children, aimed at 
mobilizing every citizen of every nation to 

change the world with children (UNICEF, 
‘Our history’).  

Pursuant to UNICEF’s mission statement, 
its overarching goal is to ensure that the 
survival, protection and development of 
children are universal development 
imperatives that are integral to human 
progress. The organization “is committed to 
ensuring special protection for the most 
disadvantaged children - victims of war, 
disasters, extreme poverty, all forms of 
violence and exploitation and those with 
disabilities”. Through its programmes, the 
organization also “promotes the equal rights 
of women and girls and to support their full 
participation in the political, social, and 
economic development of their communities” 
(UNICEF, ‘UNICEF's mission statement’).  

 
 

Sources: UNICEF (2016), ‘UNICEF’s 
mission statement’, 
http://www.unicef.org/about/who/index_
mission.html [accessed 19/08/2016]. 

UNICEF, ‘Our history’, 
http://www.unicef.org/about/who/index_h
istory.html [accessed 19/08/2016]. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.unicef.org/about/who/index_mission.html
http://www.unicef.org/about/who/index_mission.html
http://www.unicef.org/about/who/index_history.html
http://www.unicef.org/about/who/index_history.html
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A. Introduction to the Topic  

According to the UNHCR report from 

June 18, 2015, more people than ever before 
began to flee from conflict, thus becoming 
either a refugee, an asylum seeker or an 
internally displaced person. The worldwide 
displacement rate is at the highest level ever 
recorded, reaching 59.5 million people which 
accounts for 1 for every 122 people (The UN 
Refugee Agency, 2015).  Every day last year, 
on average, 42,500 people became refugees, 
asylum seekers, or internally displaced. The 
topic of displaced children is especially 
pressing now, due to the protracted nature of 
many conflicts.  

Since 2011, the main reason for this 
phenomenon has been the Syrian war which 
became the largest driver of displacement, 
however, it is not the only one. The same report 
of the UNHCR indicated 14 other conflicts that 
commenced or reignited in the recent years and 
contributed numbers to the refugee, asylum 
seekers and IDP statistics. Other prolonged 
instabilities, such as in Somalia or Afghanistan 
are another drivers of the displacement. The 
raising problem is hardly resolved given that 
only 126,800 refugees managed to return home, 
which is the lowest number in the last 31 years.  

Half of the world’s refugees, around 13.7 
million, are children. These underage 
individuals find themselves in an increasingly 
vulnerable position due to war and 
displacement (The UN Refugee Agency, 2015).  
Their lives are uprooted at an early stage, when 
stability is essential for their growth and 
development (Office of the Special 
Representative of the Secretary-General for 
Children and Armed Conflict).    

    Displaced children have no or little access to 
education or health services. Flight from the 
conflict zones exposes families and children to 
severe dangers: landmines, armed attacks and 
bombings, being just a few of these hazards. 
Walking for days with restricted access to food 
and water makes children prone to 
malnourishment, dehydration and results in 
illness and even death. Another danger includes 
possibilities of exploitation, recruitment and, 
especially in the case of female youth, sexual 
abuse. 

Human rights and the Humanitarian law 
provide the legal base for the protection of the 
displaced children who have the same rights as 
any other child around the globe.  

These rights and guarantees include: the 
principle of non-discrimination, the right to 

III. TOPIC A III. Humanitarian responses to children displaced 
by conflicts 
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documentation, protection from violence and 
abuse, rights to essential services, and the 
requirement that when dealing with displaced 
children the best interest of the child must 
prevail.
 
▪ The principle of non-
discrimination
 
▪           The    requirements    that   when   dealing 
with displaced children the best interest of the 
child must prevail. 

 
The working paper ‘The Rights and 

Guarantees of Internally Displaced Children in 

Armed Conflicts’ serves as a guide to the 
governments on how to protect these rights and 
provide adequate help.  

Unfortunately, significant shortages in the 
funding for the protection of victims of war 
mean that these vulnerable people, requiring 
assistance and compassion, are being 
abandoned by the international community. 
Therefore, in the face of advancing conflict of a 
new type, UNICEF must take appropriate 
actions to review, amend and update the 
provisions of humanitarian help to the children 
displaced by the conflict

 

 

 

Source: Parater, 2015. 

B. Timeline of events 
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Sources: European University Institute, 2016; The UN Refugee Agency, 2007. 

1949 

• The Geneva Conventions are signed as a legal base for the humanitarian treatment during war. That gave 
the beginning to the Law of Geneva, known also as the humanitarian law.  

1950 

• UNHCR is mandated by the Resolution 428 (V) of the General Assembly of 14 December 1950 to "lead 
and coordinate international action for the worldwide protection of refugees and the resolution of refugee 
problems guided by the 1951 United Nations Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees and its 1967 
Protocol”   

1951 

• UN Convention relating to the Status of Refugees is drafted.  

2011 

• Conflict in Syria, beginning of the refugee crisis. Over 5000 people flee to Lebanon from Syria.  

• Turkey becomes the biggest recipient of the displaced Syrian communities.  

2012 

• UNHCR opens Za’atari camp in the north of Jordan. 

• Tuberculosis outbreak in the refugee camp in Lebanon. 

2013 

• 16.7 million refugees worldwide 

• 33.3 million were displaced inside their own countries  

• 1.2 million people were awaiting the outcome of claims for asylum  

• Power crisis in South Sudan 

• UNICEF launches #ChildrenofSyria campaign to raise awareness about the plight of Syrian children. 
The report of UNICEF establishes that over half of the 2 million Syrian refugees are children.  
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• UNICEF and WHO launch a medical campaign in order to eradicate polio in Syria and other countries 
in the region. 

2014  

• 13.9 million people became newly displaced  

• 19.5 million refugees worldwide 

• 38.2 million were displaced inside their own countries  

• 1.8 million people were awaiting the outcome of claims for asylum  

• Large percent of the refugees from the Ukrainian crisis are being installed in Germany, Sweden or 
Turkey. 

• Syrian refugees in Lebanon at risk of death from malnutrition.  

• UNICEF releases a report „Generation at Risk” 

• ISIS announces caliphate in Syria and Iraq. UN estimated that over 1.2 million Iraqis fled their homes 
as a result of ISIS attacks. 

• Outbreak of infectious diseases in Bekaa refugee camp in Lebanon.  

2015  

• Peace agreement in Sudan and rapid breach of the ceasefire 

• ILO, UNICEF and Save the Children release a report which estimates that around 1,500 refugee children, 
mostly Syrians work on the streets of Lebanon.  

• Lebanese schools overwhelmed by the influx of Syrian children at a school age.  

• UNHCR report states that there are more displaced people around the world than ever before in the 
history.  

• Around 4,000 Syrian refugees returned to their home country from Jordan as a result of dire conditions. 

2016 

• The European Commission and the European External Action Service (EEAS), adopted a new 
development-led approach to forced displacement (European Commission, 2016).  
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• Amnesty International releases a report in which it states that Turkey is no longer a safe place for 
refugees and asylum-seekers due to its ineffective system and denial of protection. 

B. Discussion 

Conflicts have been producing three types of displaced people: refugees, internally displaced people 

and asylum seekers. According to the UNHCR these are defined as follows: 

• ’A refugee is someone who has been forced to flee his or her country because of persecution, war, or 
violence. A refugee has a well-founded fear of persecution for reasons of race, religion, nationality, 
political opinion or membership in a particular social group. Most likely, they cannot return home or 
are afraid to do so. War and ethnic, tribal and religious violence are leading causes of refugees fleeing 
their countries.’ 

• ’An internally displaced person (IDP) is a person who has been forced to flee his or her home for the 
same reason as a refugee, but remains in his or her own country and has not crossed an international 
border.’ (The UN Refugee Agency)   

A problem with IDPs is that, unlike refugees, they are not legally protected by any international 
humanitarian institution and their protection is often the responsibility of the internal governments, 
which in the events of conflict are often incapable of providing the necessary assistance.  

• Asylum-seekers are those who have applied to receive the status of a refugee and are waiting for the 
approving or declining decision (European Commission, 2016).  

A vast majority of people who suffer as a result of forced displacement come from, or seek refuge in, 
developing countries. These regions of the world, even without a conflict, suffer hardships and poverty. 
Therefore chances for the displaced people to receive an adequate aid in these countries is scarce.  

People displaced by conflicts are in need of essentials: food, shelter, hygiene items, clothing, shelter, 
reliable sources of clean water, sanitation and medical assistance. Children, moreover, should be kept 
safe and in an environment which allows them to play and go to school. Infants and babies are in need 
of essential baby food and hygienic items such as infant formula, baby cereal, juice, and baby wipes. 
Older kids and teenagers, apart from education, may be in need to gain some professional experience 
(World Vision, 2016).  Many refugee kids are forced to work in inhumane conditions to sustain their 
families. 
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Children tend to abandon their houses in an attempt to avoid recruitment. In the majority of cases 
however, children travel alone and without the appropriate documents. Some of the underage displaced 
individuals do not possess the relevant identification documents and thus become even more exposed 
to the recruitment by the armed parties. 

Poor sanitation and scarce food resources put children at risk of diseases and malnourishment. Poor 
sanitation is known for causing diarrheal diseases (cholera) and low temperatures can lead to 
respiratory diseases and pneumonia, among many other illnesses.  

In unfamiliar and overcrowded environments, children are more exposed to the possible exploitation 
and sexual abuse. Families in difficult economic position (especially single mothers) are often opting 
for forced marriages for their daughters at a really young age. There are cases of forced child 
prostitution among the displaced populations.  

Conflict in Syria 

Syria is now the biggest producer of both internally displaced people and refugees. There are 7.5 
million Syrian children inside and outside the country torn by the war, waiting for the humanitarian 
help. 2.6 million are no longer at school, 2 million are refugees in the foreign countries and all of them 
have witnessed war and violence which will produce irreversible damages on their psyches and may 
impede their mental development. Furthermore, a vast majority of them is malnourished, dehydrated 
and prone to diseases due to lack of proper sanitation.  

The Syrian Observatory for the Human Rights estimates that over 14,000 children died as a result of 
conflict or its aftermath.  

The Syrian economy is shattered, the conflict deprived the country of the infrastructure, healthcare and 
education, all systems capable of sustaining the lives of the minors, taking care of their development 
and protection of their rights have collapsed. Moreover, according to the US State Department, Syrian 
children are forcibly recruited by the sides of the conflict to serve as fighters or human shields.  

Other Conflicts 

In the Ukraine, the humanitarian crisis impacted 5 million people. Most of the families in need are 
located in Svyatogirsk, a small town in the Donetsk region sheltering the highest number of displaced 
families (Relief Web, 2015).  In Sudan, where the conflict is ongoing, there are around 700,000 under 
five-year olds who are severely malnourished. Less than 50% of the population has access to safe water 
and around 90% has no access to sanitation of acceptable standards. That situation has led to dozens 
of  reported cases of cholera disease in July 2016. Children are exposed to sexual violence and around 
15,000 minors are estimated to be recruited by armed actors (Oxfam).  
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Role of education 

Between 2 million and 3 million Syrian children are not attending school. The UN children’s agency 
says the war reversed 10 years of progress in education for Syrian children (World Vision, 2016).  
Many of these children will never again return to education.  

Education of children is under-prioritised and is still neglected in comparison to the other areas of 
humanitarian aid. Education should become a priority for the providers of the humanitarian aid, just as 
it is for the people in need of it. Education is a right for the internally displaced and refugee children 
and their families. It provides a sense of normalcy, safety, prospects and hope for the better future. In 
2013, only 2% of the humanitarian aid funds were directed towards education, and at the moment, this 
number is dropping (Moriarty, 2015).  

Responses  

Recently, international organisations, including UN agencies, the inter-governmental organization 
IOM, the ICRC and international NGOs shifted from the collaborative approach to a cluster approach 
in dealing with the refugee and IDPs problem. UNICEF is designed to take care of nutrition, water 
sanitation, hygiene awareness, protection and education.  

Still unprecedented is the role of the NGOs. Oxfam for example, has been present in Sudan since 1983 
providing development support and humanitarian aid in the areas of sanitation infrastructure, 
healthcare, trainings in agriculture and education (Oxfam).  The Malala fund was established to help 
provide teaching, materials and classrooms to refugees and internally displaced in Syria, Lebanon and 
Jordan. 

Individual country states play an important role in providing adequate funds to deal with the escalating 
crisis. In 2016, US has been providing extra money for humanitarian aid in Iraq. This additional funding 
will also be used to support UNICEF’s actions in the realm of education: providing safe learning 
spaces, quality teaching and sustain psychosocial aid in order to meet goals of providing almost half a 
million of displaced children with learning materials, training thousands of teachers and assist in 
learning over 20,000 displaced children (U.S. Department of State, 2016).  

It must be remembered that the aid to the children displaced by armed conflicts does not end with their 
arrival at the refugee camp or the end of the conflict. Children are the future of each country, therefore 
their safety, health and development are crucial for the recovery of the country from the aftermath of 
the conflict. 
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Source: Parater, 2015. 

 

C. Bloc Positions 

The United States operates the world’s largest formal refugee resettlement program. In response to 

the growing humanitarian crisis, the Obama administration in 2015 offered to accept more refugees for 
the first time in more than a decade, including most controversially some from Syria. Major efforts 
have been carried out to address the ongoing crisis related to a massive influx of refugees from Central 
and South America. A 2016 report from the Migration Policy Institute found that compared to children 
in other immigrant groups, children of refugees benefit from several protective factors, including strong 
family structures, high parental employment, and high parental education, all of which facilitate their 
successful integration (Migration Policy Institute, 2016).  

Controversially, the United Kingdom in early 2016 vowed to delay the welcoming of Syrian refugees 
until the end of year 2016. The government agreed in January to take some lone child refugees directly 
from North Africa and Middle East, yet refused to accept 3,000 children who had got through to Europe 
because it did not want to encourage others to make the "lethal" journey. Later on, the UK government 
agreed to accept an unspecified number of refugees, but not before the end of the year (BBC, 2016). 
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According to official statistics, the government of Canada resettled more than 25,000 Syrian refugees 
between November 4, 2015 and February 29, 2016. Under Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, the country 
has adopted an inclusive policy towards refugees. The comprehensive scheme invites local 
communities to welcome displaced people, including children from all over the world, particularly the 
Middle East (Government of Canada, 2016). 

There are conflicting media reports as to the response of Middle Eastern states, many of which are 
geographically located in close vicinity to the main theatres of conflict – chief generators of refugee 
children. Claims are made that these countries are not accepting Syrian refugees, while other media 
outlets report that these countries provide visa extensions and family reunification for Syrians unable 
to return home. The official policy of the key actors in the region has been that of inclusiveness and 
integration of refugees into domestic societies. It is estimated that over 400,000 refugees, including 
more than 50,000 children have overstayed in Saudi Arabia, 30,000 in the United Arab Emirates and 
100,000 in Jordan. 

 

D. Conclusion – Key issues 

Among a number of issues to address, UNICEF shall consider the following:  

How to tame the incessant flow of refugees? 

What are the underlying causes of increasing rates of refugees, asylum seekers and internally 
displaced people? 

What differentiates the situation of displaced children from others segments of the overall 
population and how to address problems specific to children? 

Think of potential short-term and long-term mechanisms for accommodating the influx of 
refugees? 

In the long run, which policy is more sustainable and compatible with commonly shared values: 
integration of refugees into more affluent societies or closure? 

How to ensure that the future of displaced children (refugees, asylum seekers) is not placed in 
jeopardy due to their ordeal? Think specifically of issues such as education, hygiene, food supply, 
nutrition etc. 
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Do definitions of “asylum seeker”, “refugee” and “internally displaced person” need refinement or 
revision and if so, in what direction? 

How to ensure the wellbeing of children trapped in the Syrian conflict? 
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