
 

 

Message from the Director 
 
Honourable Delegates of the Economic and Social Council, 
 
It is my distinct pleasure to welcome you to the Economic and Social Council at Scotland Model 
United Nations 2016. My name is Pedra and I will be your Director for this committee. I am 
currently a third year at Royal Holloway, University of London studying Biochemistry. I have 
participated in Model United Nations for various years now, and I am currently serving as 
Under-Secretary-General for Communications at LIMUN 2016.  
The committee’s topic this year will hopefully challenge you to use all your skills in critical 
thinking, mortal reasoning and problem solving. Throughout the debate, we hope that you all 
will develop the ability to foresee and anticipate future challenges, acting preventively.  
The topics chosen reflect the challenges the world faces today, which may seem overwhelming 
and out of each for us to solve. But you will realise this will change during the conference. This 
conference will be shaped by you and your ideas. You will have the opportunity to discuss the 
issues closest to your heart, in light of the topic. I hope these topics will prepare you for the 
international landscape of tomorrow.  
Please do not hesitate to contact either me or your other co-chairs regarding questions about 
the committee, conference or just to introduce yourself! We’re looking forward to meeting you 
all professionally and socially.  
Once again, welcome to the Economic and Social Council of ScotMUN 2016! I look forward to 
meeting you in March. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Pedra Rabiee 
Director of Economic and Social Council 
Scotland Model United Nations 2016 
  



 

 

Committee Introduction 
 
The Economic and Social Council is one of the six main principal organs for the United Nations 
that was established by the UN Charter in 1946. The Council is responsible for coordinating the 
economic, social and environmental issues, as well as for implementing international agreed 
development goals. ECOSOC is associated with various diverse UN entities that are dedicated to 
ECOSOC’s aims.  
 
Over the last decade, reforms of ECOSOC have been implemented, including General Assembly 
resolution 68/1, thus strengthening the council’s leading role in identifying emerging challenges, 
promoting innovation, and achieving a balanced integration of the three pillars of sustainable 
development – economic, social and environmental.  
 
This year, ECOSOC will focus on the relations of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
and new Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), which aim to wipe out poverty, fight inequality 
and tackle climate change over the next 15 years. This year’s annual theme for ECOSOC is 
‘Implementing the post-2015 development agenda: moving from commitments to results’.  
 
  



 

 

Topic A: Implementing the Post-2015 Development Agenda: Moving from commitments to 
Results 
 
Introduction 
 

On 1st January 2016, the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development official came into force globally. This means over the next fifteen 
years, the United Nations are expected to oversight the efforts of implementation and progress 
by all countries to end all forms of poverty, fight inequalities and tackle climate change. 
 
History of the Problem 
 

In 1997, when former Secretary General Kofi Annan took office as Secretary-General, he 
announced his plan for a United Nations reform. His agenda was based around a more effective 
management and coordination throughout the UN system, as well as strengthening human 
rights promotion and peacekeeping operations.  
 

In 2000, the world’s leaders were given an opportunity to revise the terms of global 
cooperation. In their eyes, the United Nations possessed potential to be the international 
support on all global problems due to its primitive rules of one-country-one-vote. The 
Millennium Summit, the Millennium Declaration highlight the priorities for peace and security, 
poverty reduction, the environment and human rights. These were the essential steps for 
advancing humankind.  
 

Following the Millennium Declaration, the UN General Assembly mandated Annan to 
prepare a long-term road map towards implementation. Through various meetings amongst 
members of the UN secretariat and representatives of the World Bank, the IMF and the OECD, a 
report was released by the Secretary-General called, ‘Road Map towards the Implementation of 
the United Nations Millennium Declaration’. This was the first document that entailed the term 
‘Millennium Development Goals’ as specific goals or targets. The MDGs were described as 
succeeds of the International Development Goals (IDGs), which were formulated based on 
DAC’s ‘Shaping the 21st century: The Contribution of Development Co-operation.’ (1996).  
 

The eight millennium goals comprised of 18 targets and 48 indicators. The first seven 
goals are mutually reinforcing and directed at reducing poverty in all its forms, although the last 
goal, ‘global partnership for development’, is about the means to achieve the first seven goals.  

Goal Target Indicator 

1. Eradicate 
Extreme 
Hunger and 
Poverty 

1: Halve, between 1990 and 2015, the 
proportion of people whose income is 
less than $1 a day 

1: Proportion of population below $1 (1993 PPP) per 
day (World Bank) 
2: Poverty gap ratio [incidence x depth of poverty] 
(World Bank) 
3: Share of poorest quintile in national consumption 
(World Bank) 

2: Halve, between 1990 and 2015, the 
proportion of people who suffer from 
hunger 

4: Prevalence of underweight children under five 
years of age (UNICEF-WHO) 
5: Proportion of population below minimum level of 
dietary energy consumption (FAO) 

2. Achieve 
Universal 
Primary 
Education 

3: Ensure that, by 2015, children 
everywhere, boys and girls alike, will be 
able to complete a full course of primary 
schooling 

6: Net enrolment ratio in primary education 
(UNESCO) 
7: Proportion of pupils starting grade 1 who reach 
grade 5 (UNESCO) 
8: Literacy rate of 15-24 year-olds (UNESCO) 



 

 

3. Promote 
Gender 
Equality 
and 
Empower 
Women 

4: Eliminate gender disparity in primary 
and secondary education, preferably by 
2005, and in all levels of education no 
later than 2015 

9: Ratio of girls to boys in primary, secondary and 
tertiary education (UNESCO) 
10: Ratio of literate women to men, 15-24 years old 
(UNESCO) 
11: Share of women in wage employment in the 
non-agricultural sector (ILO) 
12: Proportion of seats held by women in national 
parliament (IPU) 

4. Reduce 
Child 
Mortality 

5: Reduce by two-thirds, between 1990 
and 2015, the under-five mortality rate 

13: Under-five mortality rate (UNICEF-WHO) 
14: Infant mortality rate (UNICEF-WHO) 
15: Proportion of 1 year-old children immunized 
against measles (UNICEF-WHO) 

5. Improve 
Maternal 
Health 

6: Reduce by three-quarters, between 
1990 and 2015, the maternal mortality 
ratio 

16: Maternal mortality ratio (UNICEF-WHO) 
17: Proportion of births attended by skilled health 
personnel (UNICEF-WHO) 

6. Combat 
HIV/AIDS, 
Malaria and 
other 
diseases 

7: Have halted by 2015 and begun to 
reverse the spread of HIV/AIDS 

18: HIV prevalence among pregnant women aged 
15-24 years (UNAIDS-WHO-UNICEF) 
19: Condom use rate of the contraceptive 
prevalence rate (UN Population Division) 
a: Condom use at last high-risk sex (UNICEF-WHO) 
b: Percentage of population aged 15-24 years with 
comprehensive correct knowledge of HIV/AIDS 
(UNICEF-WHO) 
c: Contraceptive prevalence rate (UN Population 
Division) 
20: Ratio of school attendance of orphans to school 
attendance of non-orphans aged 10-14 years 
(UNICEF-UNAIDS-WHO) 

8: Have halted by 2015 and begun to 
reverse the incidence of malaria and 
other major diseases 

21: Prevalence and death rates associated with 
malaria (WHO) 
22: Proportion of population in malaria-risk areas 
using effective malaria prevention and treatment 
measures (UNICEF-WHO 
23: Prevalence and death rates associated with 
tuberculosis (WHO) 
24: Proportion of tuberculosis cases detected and 
cured under DOTS (internationally recommended TB 
control strategy) (WHO) 

7. Ensure 
Environmen
tal 
Sustainabili
ty 

9: Integrate the principles of sustainable 
development into country policies and 
programs and reverse the loss of 
environmental resources 

25: Proportion of land area covered by forest (FAO) 
26: Ratio of area protected to maintain biological 
diversity to surface area (UNEP-WCMC) 
27: Energy use (kg oil equivalent) per $1 GDP (PPP) 
(IEA, World Bank) 
28: Carbon dioxide emissions per capita (UNFCCC, 
UNSD) and consumption of ozone-depleting CFCs 
(ODP tons) (UNEP-Ozone Secretariat) 
29: Proportion of population using solid fuels (WHO) 

10: Halve, by 2015, the proportion of 
people without sustainable access to 
safe drinking water and basic sanitation 

30: Proportion of population with sustainable access 
to an improved water source, urban and rural 
(UNICEF-WHO) 
31: Proportion of population with access to 
improved sanitation, urban and rural (UNICEF-WHO) 



 

 

11: Have achieved by 2020 a significant 
improvement in the lives of at least 100 
million slum dwellers 

32: Proportion of households with access to secure 
tenure (UN-HABITAT) 

8. Develop 
a Global 
Partnership 
for 
Developme
nt 

12: Develop further an open, rule-based, 
predictable, nondiscriminatory trading 
and financial system (includes a 
commitment to good governance, 
development, and poverty reduction 
both nationally and internationally) 

Indicators 
Official development assistance (ODA) 
33: Net ODA, total and to LDCs, as percentage of 
OECD/Development Assistance Committee (DAC) 
donors' gross national income (GNI)(OECD) 
34: Proportion of total bilateral, sector-allocable 
ODA of OECD/DAC donors to basic social services 
(basic education, primary health care, nutrition, safe 
water and sanitation) (OECD) 
35: Proportion of bilateral ODA of OECD/DAC donors 
that is untied (OECD) 
36: ODA received in landlocked developing countries 
as a proportion of their GNIs (OECD) 
37: ODA received in small island developing States 
as proportion of their GNIs (OECD) 
Market access  
38: Proportion of total developed country imports 
(by value and excluding arms) from developing 
countries and from LDCs, admitted free of duty 
(UNCTAD, WTO, WB) 
39: Average tariffs imposed by developed countries 
on agricultural products and textiles and clothing 
from developing countries (UNCTAD, WTO, WB) 
40: Agricultural support estimate for OECD countries 
as percentage of their GDP (OECD) 
41: Proportion of ODA provided to help build trade 
capacity (OECD, WTO) 
Debt sustainability 
42: Total number of countries that have reached 
their Heavily Indebted Poor Countries Initiative 
(HIPC) decision points and number that have 
reached their HIPC completion points (cumulative) 
(IMF - World Bank) 
43: Debt relief committed under HIPC initiative (IMF-
World Bank) 
44: Debt service as a percentage of exports of goods 
and services (IMF-World Bank) 

13: Address the special needs of the 
Least Developed Countries (includes 
tariff- and quota-free access for Least 
Developed Countries? exports, enhanced 
program of debt relief for heavily 
indebted poor countries [HIPCs] and 
cancellation of official bilateral debt, and 
more generous official development 
assistance for countries committed to 
poverty reduction) 
14: Address the special needs of 
landlocked developing countries and 
small island developing states (through 
the Program of Action for the 
Sustainable Development of Small Island 
Developing States and 22nd General 
Assembly provisions) 

15: Deal comprehensively with the debt 
problems of developing countries 
through national and international 
measures in order to make debt 
sustainable in the long term 

16: In cooperation with developing 
countries, develop and implement 
strategies for decent and productive 
work for youth 

45: Unemployment rate of young people aged 15-24 
years, each sex and total (ILO) 

17: In cooperation with pharmaceutical 
companies, provide access to affordable 
essential drugs in developing countries 

46: Proportion of population with access to 
affordable essential drugs on a sustainable basis 
(WHO) 

18: In cooperation with the private 
sector, make available the benefits of 
new technologies, especially information 
and communications technologies 

47: Telephone lines and cellular subscribers per 100 
population (ITU) 
48. Personal computers in use per 100 population 
and Internet users per 100 population (ITU) 

 



 

 

The MDGs had a target date of 2015. Even though there was major advancements and 
improvements in achieving some of the MDGs, the progress was uneven between countries. In 
2010, the outcome document of the High-level Plenary Meeting of the United Nations General 
Assembly on the progress towards the MDGs, requested the Secretary-General to make 
recommendations to advance the United Nations development agenda beyond 2015. In 2012, 
Secretary General Ban Ki Moon established the ‘UN System Task Team on the Post-2015 UN 
Development Agenda’, which brought together over 50 UN agencies and international 
organisation to focus and work on sustainable development. The report ‘Realizing the Future 
We Want for All’, produced by the UN System Task Team on the Post-2015 UN Development 
Agenda, laid out their main findings and recommendations for the development agenda beyond 
2015. In addition, the report suggested four key dimensions the post-2015 development 
framework should consist of: social development; economic development; environmental 
sustainability; and peace and security. Please note that three of the four of the key dimensions 
reflect the pillars of sustainable development.  
 
In addition to the UN Task Team, the Secretary General also launched a High Level Panel of 
Eminent Persons on the Post-2015 Development Agenda. The Panel’s aim was to set out ‘bold 
and practical’ vision of the post-2015 development agenda. On 30th May 2013, the Panel made 
its public recommendations in a report entitled ‘A New Global Partnership: Eradicate Poverty 
and Transform Economies through Sustainable Development’. In this report, 5 big 
transformative shifts were recommended by the Panel: 
 

1. Leave No One Behind. After 2015 we should move from reducing to ending extreme 
poverty, in all its forms. We should ensure that no person – regardless of ethnicity, 
gender, geography, disability, race or other status – is denied basic economic 
opportunities and human rights. 

2. Put Sustainable Development at the Core. We have to integrate the social, economic 
and environmental dimensions of sustainability. We must act now to slow the alarming 
pace of climate change and environmental degradation, which pose unprecedented 
threats to humanity. 

3. Transform Economies for Jobs and Inclusive Growth. A profound economic 
transformation can end extreme poverty and improve livelihoods, by harnessing 
innovation, technology, and the potential of business. More diversified economies, with 
equal opportunities for all, can drive social inclusion, especially for young people, and 
foster sustainable consumption and production patterns. 

4. Build Peace and Effective, Open and Accountable Institutions for All. Freedom from 
conflict and violence is the most fundamental human entitlement, and the essential 
foundation for building peaceful and prosperous societies. At the same time, people the 
world over expect their governments to be honest, accountable, and responsive to their 
needs. We are calling for a fundamental shift – to recognize peace and good governance 
as a core element of well-being, not an optional extra. 

5. Forge a New Global Partnership. A new spirit of solidarity, cooperation, and mutual 
accountability must underpin the post-2015 agenda. This new partnership should be 
based on a common understanding of our shared humanity, based on mutual respect 
and mutual benefit. It should be centred on people, including those affected by poverty 
and exclusion, women, youth, the aged, disabled persons, and indigenous peoples. It 
should include civil society organizations, multilateral institutions, local and national 
governments, the scientific and academic community, businesses, and private 
philanthropy.  

 
On 25th September 2015, 193 countries of the UN General Assembly adopted the 2030 
Development Agenda called ‘Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 



 

 

Development. The agenda outlined 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and its associated 
169 targets that would replace the MDGs. Unlike the MDGs, the SDGs are planned to address 
the root causes of poverty and the universal need for development that works for all people by 
2030. The following are the 17 SDGs: 
 

1. Poverty - End poverty in all its forms everywhere 
2. Food - End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote 

sustainable agriculture 
3. Health - Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages 
4. Education - Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong 

learning opportunities for all 
5. Women - Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls 
6. Water - Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all 
7. Energy - Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all 
8. Economy - Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and 

productive employment and decent work for all 
9. Infrastructure - Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable 

industrialization and foster innovation 
10.  Inequality - Reduce inequality within and among countries 
11.  Habitation - Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and 

sustainable 
12.  Consumption - Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns 
13.  Climate - Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts 
14.  Marine-ecosystems - Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine 

resources for sustainable development 
15.  Ecosystems - Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, 

sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse land 
degradation and halt biodiversity loss 

16.  Institutions - Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, 
provide access to justice for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions 
at all levels 

17.  Sustainability - Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the global 
partnership for sustainable development  

 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/End_poverty_in_all_its_forms_everywhere
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hunger#Global_initiatives_to_end_hunger
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Food_security
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sustainable_agriculture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Well-being
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inclusion_(education)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Educational_equity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lifelong_learning
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lifelong_learning
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gender_equality
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Empowerment
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Decent_work
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Infrastructure
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sustainable_industries
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sustainable_industries
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Innovation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_inequality
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Climate_change
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Resource
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecosystem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Desertification
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biodiversity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sustainable_development
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Right_to_fair_trial
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sustainable_development
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Chart_of_UN_Sustainable_Development_Goals.png


 

 

Current Situation 
 

With the outcomes of the new SDGs, the Economic and Social Council is tasked to play a 
major role in the preparations, monitoring and implementation of the post-2015 development 
agenda. The SDGs are not legally binding, although governments are expected to take 
ownership and establish national frameworks for the achievement of the 17 Goals. Countries 
are expected to have the primary responsibility to follow-up and review the progress made in 
implementing the Goals, which will require quality, accessible and timely data collection. 
Regional follow-up and review will be based on national-level analyses and contribute to follow-
up and review at the global level.  
 

On July 2015, the Addis Ababa Action Agenda of the Third International Conference on 
Financing for Development (also known as the Addis Ababa Action Agenda) was endorsed by the 
General Assembly in resolution 69/313. The agreement provides foundation for implementing 
the global sustainable development agenda. The UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said, ‘“This 
agreement is a critical step forward in building a sustainable future for all. It provides a global 
framework for financing sustainable development.”  He then said, “The results here in Addis 
Ababa give us the foundation of a revitalized global partnership for sustainable development 
that will leave no one behind.”  
 

To achieve the SDSs, member states also agreed new initiatives, which were summarised 
within UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs’ press release: 
 

 Technology—Countries agreed to establish a Technology Facilitation Mechanism at the 
Sustainable Development Summit in September to boost collaboration among 
governments, civil society, private sector, the scientific community, United Nations 
entities and other stakeholders to support the sustainable development goals. 

 Infrastructure—Countries agreed to establish a Global Infrastructure Forum to identify 
and address infrastructure gaps, highlight opportunities for investment and cooperation, 
and work to ensure that projects are environmentally, socially and economically 
sustainable. 

 Social protection—Countries adopted a new social compact in favour of the poor and 
vulnerable groups, through the provision of social protection systems and measures for 
all, including social protection floors. 

 Health—Countries agreed to consider taxing harmful substances to deter consumption 
and to increase domestic resources. They agreed that taxes on tobacco reduce 
consumption and could represent an untapped revenue stream for many countries. 

 Micro, small and medium-sized enterprises—Countries committed to promote 
affordable and stable access to credit for smaller enterprises.  They also pledged to 
develop and operationalize a global strategy for youth employment and implement the 
International Labour Organization Global Jobs Pact by 2020. 

 Foreign aid—Countries recommitted to achieve the target of 0.7 per cent of gross 
national income for official development assistance, and 0.15 to 0.20 per cent for least 
developed countries. 

 A package of measures for the poorest countries—Developed countries commit to 
reverse the decline in aid to the poorest countries, with the European Union committing 
to increase its aid to least developed countries to 0.2 per cent of gross national income 
by 2030. They also agree to adopt or strengthen least developed countries investment 
promotion regimes, including with financial and technical support. Governments also 
aim to operationalize the technology bank for this group of countries by 2017. 

 Taxation—The Agenda calls for strengthening support for the work of the UN 
Committee of Experts on International Cooperation in Tax Matters to improve its 



 

 

effectiveness and operational capacity, and the engagement with the Economic and 
Social Council. It emphasizes the importance of inclusive cooperation and dialogue 
among national tax authorities. 

 Climate Change—The Action Agenda calls on developed countries to implement their 
commitment to a goal of jointly mobilizing USD100 billion per year by 2020 from a wide 
variety of sources to address the needs of developing countries. Countries also 
committed to phase out inefficient fossil fuel subsidies that lead to wasteful 
consumption.  

 
Implementation of SDGs 
 

Implementations within states will primarily rely on the states’ sustainable development 
strategies based on the states’ policies, plans and programmes. Although it will require 
mobilization and financing strategies, which may need a global partnership to support the 
nation’s efforts. This has been mentioned in the 2030 Agenda.  
 
Monitoring and Reviewing 
 

Monitoring the progress is key for the implementation to be successful. Data collected 
can provide information to the global community regarding the state’s sustainable efforts and 
whether further assistance is needed. The United Nations ideally wishes to monitor all 17 SDGs 
and their 169 targets using a set of global indicators. A global indicator framework is yet to be 
developed by the Inter Agency and Expert Group on SDG Indicators (IAEA-SDGs), which will also 
be agreed on by UN Statistical Commission, hopefully by March 2016. ECOSOC and the General 
Assembly will then adopt these indicators. 
 

In addition, governments within states are expected to develop their own national 
indicators to monitor their progression towards the goals and targets. Currently, chief 
statisticians from Member States are working on assigning 2 indicators for each target, thus 
producing an estimation of 300 indicators for all targets. Although, due to targets over-lapping, 
there is some expectations that the number of indicators will be reduced.  
 

Once all the data is collected and process, a follow-up and review will be provided to the 
Secretary-General, to allow him/her to prepare the annual SDG Progress Report. It is essential 
that all countries contribute before the data is processed. 
 

The High-Level Political Forum on sustainable development has been assigned a major 
role within the reviewing process towards the SDGs at a global level. They will assess whether 
the financial resources are used effectively in support of the new sustainable development 
agenda.  
 
Climate Change 
 

It is important to note that climate change has already made an impact on the public 
health, food, water, migration, peace and security. If climate change is not addressed within the 
implementations, it has been predicted to cause delays and possibly undo the current progress. 
It is important for states to address climate change by reducing greenhouse gas emissions and 
building climate resilience. Investments shall be required to help those states who cannot 
financially support this. 
 

On December 2015, to stop the negative consequences on climate change, 196 Parties 
to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change adopted the Paris Agreement at the UN 



 

 

Climate Change Conference in France. The agreement is expected to be signed on 22nd April at 
the UN Headquarters in New York. The agreement provides an approach, not only to prevent 
the temperature rising, but possibly lowering below 2 degrees, maybe even 1.5. 
 

The agreement has taken account all countries’ emissions and expected to last. This 
agreement has sent a powerful message to the market that it time to lower the emission 
economy. The framework provided is transparent and expected to build and maintain trust and 
confidence amongst the global communities.  
 

The agreement has also provided important mechanisms that will help developing 
countries to gain finance technological support and capacity building. 
 

However, the agreement requires all countries to take action, while recognizing that 
each one of them are in a different situation and circumstance. Under the agreement, countries 
are responsible for taking action on both mitigation and adaption. Each country has officially 
submitted their own nationally determined climate actions, however they now have the 
obligation to implement these plans, and if so, there is a chance the global temperature will 
stop rising. In addition, the agreement provides a binding requirement to assess and review the 
progress for each country’s plans. This would allow countries to continuously update their plans 
and ensure that everything is being done on the global scale. 
 

Implementation for the agreement does not take place till 2020. Countries are expected 
to prepare for the chance by making investments towards a low-carbon direction.   
 
Just for Fun 
 

Unfortunately, we have stepped into a decade where the statistics for laziness is at its 
peak. Whilst many of you may actually be on your bed reading this Study Guide and preparing 
for the conference, some of us are not. Simply because, we are lazy. We are living in world 
where by a push of a button, we have groceries at our doors, or the ability to talk to one 
another half way cross the world.  
 

However, this should not stop the average person to make an impact in this world. The 
change starts with no. And no I don’t mean getting out of the bed and going to the gym. Every 
human, including the laziest person that you know of, can make an impact. The United Nations 
has recently provided a guide to inform us how to make the change. It is called ‘The Lazy Person’s 
Guide to Saving the World’ (Link: http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/takeaction/). Now 
this may not need to go on the actual resolution for the committee, but inform either your co-
chairs which level you are at on the guide and let us know if you have made an impact on someone 
else’s life regarding this guide too!  
 
Back to SDGs and Implementations 
 

Now that you had taken the chance to explore the Sustainable Development website, 
allocated on the tool bar on top of the page there is a button called ‘Goals’. All 17 goals are 
provided with their Facts and Figures, Goal Targets and any additional links. Our goal for this 
committee, is to implement each and every one of those goals. Remember the key facts that has 
been highlighted in this Study Guide: Implementation, Monitoring and Reviewing.  
 
Role of the UN and its bodies 
 
Role of the UN 



 

 

The United Nations has played a major role in regards to the sustainable development 
over the last decades. The Millennium Development Goals has allowed the world to focus on 
anti-poverty targets, and has generated more than $60 billion in pledges from governments, 
non-profits and the private sectors. In regards to the post-2015 agenda, Secretary-General Ban 
Ki-moon states, ‘The new agenda is a promise by leaders to all people everywhere. It is an 
agenda for people, to end poverty in all its forms – an agenda for the planet, our common 
home.’ 
 
The Economic and Social Council 

ECOSOC has a spotlight in regards to the post-2015 agenda. The council is expected to 
develop a resolution on July regarding the implementations of the post-2015 agenda. Although, 
at ScotMUN, we shall stimulate the resolution before it has been written. (8) 
 
Commission for Social Development 

ECOSOC, in the recent years, has focused on reform mainly on the Commission for Social 
Development (CSD). This body was established by ECOSOC in 1946 to address various matters in 
the social field. CSD provides a forum where the issues of economic, social and environmental 
issues coverage. Thus its reform is important within the Post-2015 Development Agenda. 
 
 
 
Bloc Positions 
 

There are not many blocs within this topic since all countries, in the end, are trying to 
reach the same goals. Although, there is a big difference in terms of limitations in regards to 
certain countries. Developed countries possess the infrastructures to implement the SDGS 
within their own countries and tend to not require the financial support. Although, developing 
countries may not possess the resources or the finance to do so. Thus it is important for 
countries to work with each other on the global level with other international organizations to 
therefore provide the necessary aid to implement these SDGs. 
 
Questions a resolution should address 

 How can ECOSOC provide an efficient framework for the implementation of the post-
2015 agenda? 

 How would the committee ensure that implementation has taken place? And when 
should implementation begin? 

 How would the committee propose to monitor the indicators? 

 Where can more funding for implementation be procured from? 

 What are the roles of the other UN agencies? 
 

Further Reading:  
Accounting for Security and Justice in the Post-2015 Development Agenda 
Adoption of the Paris Agreement  
 Monitoring and Reviewing of Development Cooperation to Support Implementation of a Post-
2015 Development Agenda  
Press Release: Countries Reach Historic Agreement to Generate Financing for  
 Sustainable Development Goals    
The Millennium Development Goals Report 2015  
The Report of the High-Level Panel of Eminent Persons on the Post-2015 Development Agenda: 
A New Global Partnership: Eradicate Poverty and Transform Economies Through Sustainable 
Development  
United Nations Summit for the Adoption of the Post-2015 Development Agenda  

http://www.unodc.org/documents/about-unodc/Post-2015-Development-Agenda/UNODC_-_Accounting_for_Security_and_Justice_in_the_Post-2015_Development_Agenda.pdf
https://unfccc.int/resource/docs/2015/cop21/eng/l09r01.pdf
http://www.un.org/esa/ffd/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/AAAA_Outcome.pdf
http://www.un.org/esa/ffd/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/AAAA_Outcome.pdf
http://www.un.org/esa/ffd/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/AAAA_Outcome.pdf
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Topic B: Peacekeeping and Post Conflict Recovery 
 
Introduction 

With several countries and communities in a conflict or post conflict period, many of them 
face conflict recurrence due to the same reasons why the first conflict was caused. The effects of 
these conflicts are drastic on the country on so many levels, whether economic or infrastructure 
based in addition to recovering from the hostility and the loss of lives. The people need to re-
learn how to go about their lives in an ordinary fashion, and in order to do so, they require a 
sustainable socioeconomic environment. The recovery from these conflicts is a strenuous and 
challenging task, that if done incorrectly can lead to consequences such as relapsing into violence 
or leaving the country in a stagnant war-torn state.  

Peacebuilding (different to peacekeeping – which aims to maintain the peace that has 
been achieved often through peacebuilding) consists of efforts to reduce a country's risk of 
relapsing into conflict through the strengthening of national capacities for conflict management 
and to laying the foundations for sustainable peace and development.  

The definition of peacebuilding and what it entails, as well as the measures of its 
success, has changed throughout the years as a broader understanding of the needs of post-
conflict recovery has been reached due to experience.  

Peacebuilding is now widely understood to consist of several dimensions- from 
disarmament, demobilization, and reintegration; extending into efforts to establish the rule of 
law and build critical services and democratic institutions; to dealing with transitional justice, 
community dialogue, and economic development, etc.  

Building and maintaining peace within post war conflicts has been a major challenge for 
the international community, due to their desires to achieve global peace and security. Peace 
building requires a vast amount of international support to make sure those nations do not 
relapse into conflict once again. Resources for peace building may include monitoring, 
ceasefires, assisting the return of refugees and displaced citizens, supporting justice and 
enhancing human rights within the state. However, most of these resources may not be 
reachable physically or finically, thus their eyes will face towards powerful organizations such as 
the United Nations for help. 

The experience of recent years has also led the United Nations to focus as never before 
on peacebuilding. The Brahimi report defines peace-building as “activities undertaken on the far 
side of conflict to reassemble the foundations of peace and provide the tools for building on 
those foundations something that is more than just the absence of war.” 

ECOSOC plays a vital role within the development mechanisms, to aid those states facing 
various post conflict problems thus strengthening human security within the region. In this 
conference specifically, ECOSOC will find economical solutions for those recovering countries 
and also debate on how the United Nations can aid these states so peace and security can be 
reachable. Many of these post-conflict countries require an essential stable public sectors, such 
as health and education sectors, which can contribute to the beginning of their plans for 
rebuilding their cities. 

 
  



 

 

History of the Problem 
 
 Before the United Nations was established, the world failed to find an effective peace, 
socialist and liberal internationalist movement that could had prevented the outbreak of the First 
World War. This motivated a vast amount of individuals to develop a ‘science of peace’, with the 
aim to find a more sufficient mechanism that could prevent future wars. Primary practical war 
and conflict studies within these inter war years were conducted by Pitrim Sorokin, Lewis Fry 
Richardson, and Quincy Wright. 
 

The studies of ‘Conflict Resolution’ gained more attention during the 1950s and 60s, 
during the Cold War era, where a nuclear war was on the table, thus threating millions of humans.  
 

Post-Cold War, peacekeeping gained a lot of attention from the international community 
towards a lot of post conflict states. They believed that peacekeepers were beneficial towards 
these communities where they would practice their psychological and communication strategies 
over military intervention.  
 

Although, it was not until 1992, UN Secretary General Boutros Boutros-Ghali’s landmark, 
An Agenda for Peace, was published, that ‘post conflict peacebuilding’ officially entered the UN 
language. The UN concept was associated with preventive diplomacy, peace-making and 
peacekeeping. It was defined as ‘an action to identify and support structures which will tend to 
strengthen and solidify peace in order to avoid a relapse into conflict.’ Peacekeeping assisting 
meant ‘rebuilding the institutions and infrastructures of nations torn by civil war and strife; and 
building bonds of peaceful mutual benefit among nations formerly at war; and in the largest sense, 
to address the deepest causes of conflict.’ In 1995, expansion of the concept was published in 
Supplement to An Agenda for Peace so it could address all conflict phases. This causes a greater 
attention on creating structures for peace-making and peacekeeping. Within the same year, a UN 
inter-departmental Task Force was established by the Secretary General to initiate peacebuilding 
activities that could be carried out by UN agencies, which was described in An Inventory of Post-
Conflict Peace-Building Activities (1996). With the support of An Agenda for Development (1994), 
An Agenda for Democratization (1996) and UNDP Report on Human Security (1994), these 
documents greatly contributed to issues that usually fully under the security agenda and issues 
related to development, democratization and human rights.  
 

In 2005, resolutions from the Security Council and general Assembly established the 
Peacebuilding Commission, Peacebuilding Fund and Peacebuilding Support Office. The Purpose of 
the Peacekeeping Commission is:  
 ‘Countries emerging from conflict face a unique set of challenges and useless they are 
identified and effectively addressed, these countries face a high risk of relapsing into violence. The 
Commission was therefore created to serve as a dedicated institutional mechanism to address 
these special needs and to assist these countries in laying the foundation for sustainable peace 
and development.’   
 

Basically, the Peacebuilding Commission was established to develop to embody strategies 
for post-conflict peacebuilding, which would coordination and collaboration more efficiently 
amongst the numerous UN organizations, international donors, national governments and 
organizations.  
 

In May 2007, the UN Secretary-General's Policy Committee agreed on the following 
visionary for peacebuilding under the UN agencies:  

‘Peacebuilding involves a range of measures targeted to reduce the risk of lapsing or 
relapsing into conflict by strengthening national capacities at all levels for conflict management, 



 

 

and to lay the foundations for sustainable peace and development. Peacebuilding strategies must 
be coherent and tailored to specific needs of the country concerned, based on national ownership, 
and should comprise a carefully prioritized, sequenced, and therefore relatively narrow set of 
activities aimed at achieving the above objectives.’ 
 

In 2008, the Department of Peacekeeping Operations approved ‘the Peacekeeping 
Operations: Principles and Guidelines,’ which provides its own definition of peacebuilding:  

"Peace-building involves a range of measures aimed at reducing the risk of lapsing or 
relapsing into conflict, by strengthening national capacities for conflict management, and laying 
the foundations for sustainable peace. It is a complex, long-term process aimed at creating the 
necessary conditions for positive and sustainable peace by addressing the deep rooted structural 
causes of violent conflict in a comprehensive manner. Peace-building measures address core issues 
that affect the functioning of society and the state. In this regard, they seek to enhance the 
capacity of the State to effectively and legitimately carry out its core functions. Peace-building is 
undertaken by an array of UN and non-UN actors, including the UN Agencies, Funds and Programs, 
the International Financial Institutions and NGOs.’  

The 2009 report of the secretary-general on peacebuilding defined it as at least five 
major activities—the provision of security and safety, support for political processes, basic 
service delivery, restoration of core state functions, and economic revitalization—virtually 
everything. These dimensions are not mutually exclusive, as improvement of one of these could 
lead to success in another area. As a matter of fact, they need to work together in order to 
ensure that post-conflict recovery is successful.  
  



 

 

The different concepts and definitions across different Agencies: 
Agency Major Concepts Definitions 

UN Department of 
Political Affairs 
(DPA) 

Post conflict 
peacebuilding 

All external efforts to assist countries and regions in their transitions 
from war to peace, including all activities and regions designed to 
support and strengthen these transitions 

UN Department of 
Peacekeeping 
Operations (DPKO) 

Peacekeeping Activities to help countries torn by conflict create conditions for 
sustainable peace, including activities to monitor and observe peace 
processes that emerge in post conflict situations and assist 
excombatants to implement the peace agreements 

UN Development 
Programme 
(UNDP) 

Conflict 
prevention and 
peacebuilding  

Activities undertaken on the far side of conflict to reassemble the 
foundations of peace and provide the tools for building on those 
foundations, something that is more than just the absence of war 
(Brahimi report) 

World Bank Post conflict 
reconstruction 

Activities that support the transition from conflict to peace in an 
affected country through the rebuilding of the socioeconomic 
framework of the society  

International 
Monetary Fund 
(IMF) 

Post conflict 
recovery 

Activities to restore assists and production levels in the disrupted 
economy 

European 
Commission (EC)  

Conflict 
prevention and 
crisis 
management 

Activities aiming not only as easing a situation where an outbreak of 
violence is imminent ( conflict prevention in a narrow sense) but also at 
preventing the occurrence of such a situation (conflict prevention in a 
wider sense) 

Reconstruction 
and 
rehabilitation 

Activities of a working economy and the institutional capacities needed 
to restore social and political stability in developing countries that have 
suffered serious damage through war, civil disorder, or natural disaster 

US Department of 
State 

Post conflict 
reconstruction 
and stabilization 

Activities to help post conflict states lay a foundation for lasting peace, 
good governance and sustainable development 

US Department of 
Defence (DOD) 

Reconstruction 
and stabilization 

Competencies identified for reconstruction include humanitarian 
assistance, public health, infrastructure, economic development, rule of 
law, civil administration and media, whereas stability operations 
require sufficient security forces, communication skills, humanitarian 
capabilities and are expertise 

US Agency for 
International 
Development 
(USAID) 

Post conflict 
recovery and 
transition 
assistance 

Immediate interventions to build momentum in support of the peace 
process including supporting peace negotiations; building citizen 
security., promoting reconciliation; and expanding democratic political 
processes 

UK Foreign and 
Commonwealth 
Office 

Post conflict 
reconstruction 

An umbrella term covering a range of activities required in the 
immediate aftermath of conflict 

UK Ministry of 
Defence (UKMOD) 

Peacebuilding Activities relating to the underlying causes of conflict and the longer-
term needs of the people; requires a commitment to a long-term 
process 

UK Department for 
International 
Development (DFIF) 

Conflict 
reduction and 
post conflict 
peacebuilding 

Conflict reduction includes conflict management (activities to prevent 
the spread of existing conflict); conflict prevention (short-term activities 
to prevent the outbreak or recurrence of violent conflict); conflict 
resolution (short-term activities to end violent conflict); and 
peacebuilding (medium- and long-term actions to address the factors 
underlying violent conflict). Essential post conflict peacebuilding 
measurers include disarmament, demobilization and reintegration 



 

 

programs, and building the public institutions that provide security, 
transitional justice and reconciliation and basic social services 

German Federal 
Foreign Office 
(FFO) 

Civilian crisis 
prevention 

The concept of civilian crisis prevention encompasses conflict resolution 
and post conflict peacebuilding and is understood through a number of 
strategic leverage points, such as the establishment of stable state 
structures (rule of law, democracy, human rights and security) and the 
creation of the potential for peace within civil society, the media, 
cultural affairs and education 

German Federal 
Ministry of Defence 
(FMD) 

Multidimensional 
peace missions 

Multidimensional peace missions aim to redress the destruction of a 
country’s infrastructure resulting from intrastate conflict. In addition to 
their military aspect, they undertake a variety of tasks ranging from 
reform of the security forces and demobilisation of combatants to the 
rebuilding of the justice system and government structures and 
preparations for elections 

German Federal 
Ministry for 
Economic 
Cooperation and 
Development 
(BMZ)  

Development 
and 
peacebuilding 

Development policy seeks to improve economic, social, ecological and 
political conditions so as to help remove the structural causes of conflict 
and promote peaceful conflict management. Goals include poverty 
reduction, pro-poor sustainable economic growth, good governance 
and democracy. Peacebuilding attempts to encourage the development 
of the structural conditions, attitudes, and modes of political behaviour 
that may permit peaceful, stable and ultimately prosperous social and 
economic development. As conceptualized in the joint Utstein study, 
peacebuilding activities fall under four main headings: security, 
socioeconomic foundations, political framework of long term peace and 
reconciliation 

French Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs 

(MOFA) 

Crisis 
management 

Policy primarily pursued through multilateral organizations: 
peacekeeping, political and constructional processes, democratization, 
administrative state capacity, technical assistance for public finance 
and tax policy and support for independent media 

French Ministry of 
Defence (MOD) 

Peace 
consolidation 

Activities in support of peace consolidation include monitoring 
compliance with arms embargoes, deployment of peacekeeping 
troops, DDR, and deployment of police and gendarmerie in support of 
the rule of law 

Agence Française 
de Devloppement 

(AFD) 

Crisis prevention The French government’s international solidarity policy is pursued in 
the areas of humanitarian action and development 

Canada 
Department of 

Foreign Affairs and 
International Trade 

(DFAIT) 

Conflict 
prevention 

Activities to prevent the emergence of violent conflict through an 
open inclusive, coherent and comprehensive framework that takes 
into account all phases of the peace and conflict cycle 

Department of 
National Defence 

and Canadian 
Forces (DND/CF) 

Peacebuilding Actions to support political, economic, social and military measures 
aimed at strengthening political stability, which include mechanisms to 
identify and support structures that promote peaceful conditions, 
reconciliation, a sense of confidence and well-being and support 
economic growth 

Canadian 
International 

Peacebuilding Efforts to strengthen the prospects for internal peace and decrease 
the likelihood of violent conflict in order to enhance the indigenous 
capacity of a society to manage conflict without violence 



 

 

Development 
Agency (CIDA) 

Japan’s Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs 

(MOFA) 

Conflict 
prevention 

Activities to prevent violent conflict by promoting a peace process, 
securing domestic stability and security, and providing humanitarian 
and reconstruction assistance 

Japan Development 
Agency (JDA) 

Reconstruction 
Assistance 

Efforts to prevent a regional conflict from recurring after a ceasefire 
agreement, which include an engagement in relief and reconstruction 
activities for victims of conflicts from the viewpoint of stabilizing the 
situation in affected areas 

Japan International 
Cooperation 

Agency (JICA) 

Peacebuilding A general approach extending from conflict prevention to 
reconciliation and post conflict reconstruction, in which peace is 
pursued through across-the-board endeavours,  that include 
development assistance in addition to traditional efforts within 
military and political frameworks 

 
Current situation 

Civil wars are the most common type of large scale violent conflict. They are long, brutal 
and continue to harm societies long after the shooting stops.  

Post-conflict countries face extraordinary challenges with respect to development and 
security. These countries are often characterized by insecurity and lawlessness, poor or badly 
functioning economies, a lack of social services and social cohesion, and increased human rights 
violations. 

Due to peace-building and post conflict recovery, peace - defined narrowly as the 
decline of armed conflict - is spreading. There are currently an estimated thirty-three conflicts 
on going in the world. Despite an increase compared to previous years, this number still marks a 
strong decline compared to the 1990s. While there certainly are real challenges in Syria, Iraq, 
the Sahel, and Central Asia, the facts show a reduction in lethal violence associated with 
warfare. Furthermore, since the 1990s, there have been more than 600 peace agreements 
which tend to be more often than not connected with conflict reduction and peace. 

However, there are still on-going conflicts, and several countries that are still facing the 
backlash of wars that have long since ended. So action must be taken to ensure that peace-
building efforts in post-conflict recovery are improved and successful so that these statistics 
keep on improving.  
 

Today, many actors, both international and nation, are investing more time, effort and 
resources towards ‘international peacebuilding’. Many of them focus on civil societies, where 
they aim to support the transformation of the very fabric of the society and, to a certain extent, 
of the international system. To prevent the relapse of another conflict, their goal of peacebuilding 
is to deceive the communities with establishments of sustainable peace to allow short-term 
stability. Although the term peacebuilding is not confined to just peacekeeping, other issues such 
as socio-economic development, accountable and transparent governance, impartial justice and 
security for all citizens, must also be taken into consideration to be able to reach peace.  
 
Three Pillars of Peace and Security, Development and Human Rights 
 

The United Nations relies on the three pillars of peace and security, development and 
human rights. On January 2015, the Secretary General Ban Ki-moon said, ‘The founders of the 
United Nations well understood that if we ignore one pillar, we imperil the other two. The post-
2015 sustainable development agenda is an important opportunity to reinforce the 
interdependence of development, peace and security, and human rights.’ Thus it is important to 
note that post-conflict states need to consider the social, economic and political aspect when 
rebuilding the communities. 



 

 

 
 
 
The three main pillars of the UN: 

 
Peace and Security 
Includes personal security and democracy, political participation or inclusive politics 
 
Development 
Includes poverty, jobs, food security, and nutrition, health, education, energy and the 
environment.  
 
Human rights 
Includes human rights, rule of law and access to justice, which could include equality and non-
discrimination 
 

Please note that ECOSOC relies on the Three Pillars of Sustainability, which consists of 
economic, social and environmental pillars. If one of these pillars are weak then the entire system 
is unsustainable. 
 
Pillars of Peace 
 

‘Countries with higher levels of peace tend to be more resilient to external shocks, whether 
they are economic geopolitical or natural disasters’ 
 

Pillars of Peace is a framework. Produced by the Institute for Economics and Peace, that 
defines ‘the national characteristics which are closely associated with peace and has been derived 
from a process of statistical analysis.’ The Pillars of Peace provides factors that can be analyses 
and used to develop and mechanisms that could potential create a peaceful society. The 
framework consists of over 900 different indices, datasets and attitudinal surveys, which are 
analysed and assessed with the current ideologies of what peace societies consists of.  
 

The Pillars of Peace is described by eight factors that can make a country more peaceful. These 
factors are: 

- A well –functioning government; 
- A sound business environment; 
- An equitable distribution of resources; 
- An acceptance of the rights of others; 
- Good relations with neighbours; 
- Free flow of information; 
- A high level of human capital; and  
- Low levels of corruption 

 
The Pillars of Peace can be used to measure the society’s prospective for peace as well, how 

supportive the underlying environment is towards development and fulfilment of human 
potential. The factors can help promote resilience within societies, thus enabling nations to 
overcome adversity and resolve internal economic, cultural, and political conflict through 
peaceful methods. 
The provision of security and safety 

Post conflict recovery should include providing support to basic safety and security. This 
includes mine action, protection of civilians, monitoring ceasefires; demobilizing and 



 

 

reintegrating combatants, disarmament, demobilization and reintegration, strengthening the 
rule of law and initiation of security sector reform. 

Disarmament, demobilization and reintegration programmes should be carefully and 
specifically designed to deal with the particular characteristics and contexts of the country or 
region in which they are to be implemented. 

Such programmes should work together with other comprehensive peace-building 
strategies, including socio-economic recovery programmes, security sector reform, and 
programmes to re-establish and strengthen the rule of law.  

The introduction of equitable and sustainable reintegration opportunities for former 
combatants can allow individuals and communities to rebuild their lives and achieve 
reconciliation.  

 
Basic service delivery 

An essential part of post conflict recovery is ensuring that basic services are readily 
available to the whole community so as not to further delay progress. Such services are water, 
sanitation, health and primary education. The peace-building process should also assist and 
support the safe and sustainable return and reintegration of refugees and internally displaced 
persons. This returns people to their homes and allows them to psychologically and economically 
heal.  

Building such strong and effective institutions remains a critical element of post-conflict 
peace consolidation. Effective, legitimate and accountable institutions that deliver public services 
can reduce incentives for violent conflict while strengthening the state’s resilience in the face of 
possible renewed violence. 

However, this goal is slow and difficult to achieve and efforts to build post-conflict 
institutions must be conceived of as a long-term objective even under the best of 
circumstances. 

Investments in institution-building in the aftermath of conflict must be planned with 
close attention to the prevailing political situation. Unresolved tensions and political 
competition, as well as popular mistrust in the government, can limit the feasibility of rapid 
comprehensive reforms of public administration in the aftermath of conflict.  
 
 
 
Macroeconomic Instability 
 

‘Macroeconomics is the field of economics that studies the behaviour of the aggregate 
economy. Macroeconomics examines economy-wide phenomena such as changes in 
unemployment, national income, rate of growth, gross domestic product, inflation and price 
levels.’ 

During a conflict such as a civil war, the economy of a country declines. Countries at war 
receive less aid, spend more on the military, and have a poorer risk rating. This scares away 
investors and can affect different sectors of a country’s economy, especially tourism. This also 
affects individuals, as they are forced to fight or flee instead of work, or are de-rooted from 
their towns. During some conflicts sanctions are applied on imports and exports which can lead 
to an increase in the price of even the most basic commodities and food supplies, [as the 
demand increases while the supply decreases.] Thus conflicts create a great dent on the 
macroeconomic stability of the country. 

 
Within a recovering era, countries usually face high unemployment, high inflammation, 

high levels of external and domestic debt and low national revenues. This has a huge impact 
towards the working capital and non-cash transaction, causing a lot of companies to become 
dysfunctional. This is why post-conflict macroeconomic planning is required.  



 

 

During the post-conflict decade, countries experience a peace dividend as their 
economies grow at about three percent per annum, (which is about one percentage point more 
than the average country). In addition, they receive more aid, they are more democratic than 
before the war and their risk rating improves. However, their military expenditure remains 
raised: it is about 3.5 percent, compared to their pre-war expenditure of 3 percent, and they still 
do not attract investors who are afraid of the unstable environment.  
Peacebuilding programs should provide support to economic revitalization through employment 
generation and livelihoods in agriculture and public works for example, particularly for youths 
and demobilized former combatants, in addition to the rehabilitation of basic infrastructure.  

A successful economic recovery involves taking a path that can manage inflation while 
maintaining growth, makes use of their resources, builds a productive environment for private 
investment and attains fiscal autonomy. Although, the ultimate aim would be to establish a self-
sustaining economic growth and human development, whilst addressing the risk factors for 
conflict relapsing.  

Macroeconomic policy regimes should primarily aim to restarting the economy and 
fostering private investments. Second order priorities should focus more on bringing down 
inflation and raising domestic revenues. However, these reforms should be compatible with the 
domestic political economy realities within each country. Success recovery requires great 
leadership of governments and domestic political elites who are want an economic reform and 
consolidating peace. 

International support, like the United Nations, is often crucial in these primitive stages of 
economic recovery and post-conflict institution building. For assurance towards the citizens, 
transparency is essential to guarantee support and decrease the chances of conflict recurrence. 
Short term strategies will be required to allow external actors, such as NGOs, to aid and provide 
resources to rebuild society. This may be costly at first, but the long term strategy is more than 
compensated. 

 
Deficiencies in Education and health system 
 

Unfortunately, the costs spent during the conflict are military related, a lot of the sectors 
within the country are usually neglected of finance. Two of the most important sectors effected 
would be education and health. In addition, infrastructures within the land would had been 
destroyed by the conflict, thus less hospitals and schools would be available. In various 
peacebuilding research, it has been shown that institutions such as universities play a vital role in 
long lasting development, however due to the lack of funds, organisation structures and 
individuals would not meet up to the expected standards.   
 

Recruiting and selecting trained or qualified workers during early post-conflict periods are 
difficult. It is common, especially within national health systems that these workers become 
targets during conflict, resulting attacks against them and thus continuing post-conflict on 
political grounds. In addition, the number of workers will reduce, causing an impact on their 
service.  
 

In regards to pay, actors, such as NGOs and aid agencies, can easily attract workers using 
lucrative employment packages. Although, amongst the qualified citizens, a pay reform is 
required as a strategy to attract and retain more national workers. However, most of the time, 
post-conflict pay reforms tend to be ineffective for two reasons: first, those who are hired are 
learning on the job and second, the salary is constricted by the amount of donor financing 
available.  
 

Pre-service education and training has been placed into the light in the recent years. 
Conflict tends to have an effect on the numbers and types of workers available post-conflict. Thus 



 

 

in some cases, sectors can be under-supplied or over-supplied. In situations of over-supply, an 
immediate focus on improving the quality of those workforce through in-service re-training may 
be most appropriate, although, in some cases of under-supply, a focus on rebuilding and 
upgrading pre-service education and training provisions is often seen as a viable solution to 
upscaling the number of workers. Although, there is many challenges in regards to upscaling. 
 

In post conflict areas, it is also common for NGOs and local providers to fill some of the 
pre-service training gaps using emergency on-the-job training. However, these training services 
have often been criticised for being unsuitable. In addition, government reliance on these actors 
can distract efforts from building long term reconstruction strategies. 
 

Another issue in regards to training in post-conflict areas is the quality of training. In South 
Sudan, about one in ten health care graduates are deemed as unsafe practitioner. Thus regulation 
of training standards and quality assurance is required.  

 
Insufficient legal and enforcement framework 

After conflict, a revision of the current political state and governing party is not only 
common, but a necessary uncommon, as in some cases, the civil war could have been ignited 
due to political reasons.  

In the words of Ban Ki-moon in his 2014 report on Peacebuilding in the aftermath of 
conflict: 

“We have become increasingly cognizant that peacebuilding is inherently a political 
exercise that depends on political leadership and demands sustained international political 
accompaniment, as well as a favourable regional environment.” 

Peacebuilding can lend support to political processes through the promotion of inclusive 
dialogue and reconciliation, the development of conflict-management capacity at national and 
subnational levels, the provision of technical assistance for democratic development, including 
organization and monitoring of governmental electoral processes and support for free media, 
and the promotion of conflict resolution. 

Disarmament, demobilization and reintegration can contribute to political stability by 
building confidence so that parties to a conflict can reject violence and resort while instead 
transforming their political and organizational structures to meet development objectives. 
 
Lack of export and Public-Private Partnership (PPP) opportunities 
 

In most cases, post conflict states rely on agriculture and raw materials production after 
the conflict. The main issue regarding this would be the inability to deliver these goods to foreign 
markets and reach out to potential buyers/seller. This is mostly due to the lack of banking 
systems, communications and transportation means. Thus exports are fundamental for start 
jumping the economy, thus it is important for these states to participate in the export market. 
 

‘Public-Private Partnership (PPP) is a business relationship between a private-sector 
company and a government agency for the purpose of completing a project that will serve the 
public. PPP can be used to finance, build and operate projects such as public transportation 
networks, parks and convention centres. Financing project through a PPP can allow a project to 
be completed sooner or make it a possibility in the first place.’ 
 

PPP could be used to help facilitate infrastructures in the communities and provide the 
training and financial aid if needed. However, most of these relationships can lead to corrupt 
practices in both the governments and businesses thus, they may cause a relapse of conflict.  
 
Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) 



 

 

 
‘FDI is an investment made by a company or entity based in one country, into a company 

or entity based in another country. FDI differ substantially from indirect investments such as 
portfolio flows, where in overseas institutions invest in equities-listed on a nation’s stock 
exchange. Entities making direct investments typically have a significant degree of influence and 
control over the company into which the investment is made. Open economies with skilled 
workforces and good growth prospects tend to attract larger amounts of FDI than closed, highly 
regulated economies.’ 
 

FDI can be beneficial in post-conflict countries, because they may be able to contribute to 
the infrastructure either by the nature of their business or because of the needs of certain 
infrastructures for their own operations to be successful or even due to a wider agreement with 
the government. These international companies have a greater financial resource than local 
companies, and can also provide expertise in certain fields to improve the services. However, due 
to their large size, they can have both a positive or negative impact on the state. 
 

In 1999/2000, Coca Cola’s made an investment in Bosnia, which aided the country during 
its post-conflict recovery. In addition, in 2009, HSBC decided to open a branch in northern Sri 
Lanka, Jaffna, which was a sign of peace emerging the country after decades of civil war 
.  
Women and Peacebuilding 
 

Women have played a limited role in the peacebuilding processes, even though they often 
maintain the responsibility of providing the basic needs to their families in post conflict situations. 
When women of Bosnia and Herzegovina and Rwanda told their survival stories of rape during 
their countries’ wars, the International Criminal Court, for the first time, declared rape to be a 
war crime. Narratives have shown that women are tremendously valuable individuals during and 
after periods of violent conflicts. However, within many of these post conflict states, they are 
likely to be underrepresented in many of the post recovery activities such as negotiations, political 
decision-making, and senior positions. Although, the United Nations have recognised that women 
play a vital role in these process and believe they can commit to the three pillars of sustainable 
peace: economic recovery and reconciliation, social cohesion and development and political 
legitimacy, security and governance. The support from the international community was a vital 
component of the women’s success, where they provided women’s organizations with financial 
resources and conducted training workshops, which helped not only to fund the work of the 
women but also to increase their capacity.  
 

Amelia Ward is the MARWOPNET/Liberia focal person, where MARWOPNET aim is to 
‘take the initiative to try to break the ice and take away the distrust among the three countries 
through MARWOPNET because as women, if we came together, we could easily persuade our 
men and children to let peace prevail and take away these bad feelings. “Ward has been involved 
in various peace recovering activates, where one of the most noticeable ones was getting the 
presidents of Guinea, Sierra Leone, and Liberia to meet. She quotes: ‘The women addressed the 
concerns and demands when they met with the presidents. President Conte of Guinea was the 
hardest person [to convince]. He had made it clear that he never wanted anything to do with the 
President of Liberia. People [other groups] had already tried to persuade him and he would not 
listen, but we were determined to meet with him and expected a very difficult time. When the 
women went to see him they talked about why they went to see him and what it meant for the 
three countries. As women we explained to him that we are your mothers and sisters. Look at us, 
we are your mothers, your sisters, your people are suffering; your mothers are dying; your children 
are dying. We came as mothers to you. He said that it was the first time that he saw sincerity in 
appealing to him and felt convinced so he said anything you want me to do I will do it.’ Once the 



 

 

women were financially able to convince all three leaders to meet in Morocco in March 2002 for 
regional peace talks, the observer status was given to them.  

In 2010, the Security Council requested the Secretary General to issue a report regarding 
women participation in peacebuilding. This report outlines the challenges many of the women 
face continuously during post conflict recovery and peacebuilding processes and the negative 
impacts it brings towards them and their societies. As a respond to these challenges, the report 
proposes a comprehensive 7-point action plan that covers the seven commitment areas: 
mediation; post-conflict planning; financing; civilian capacity; post-conflict governance; rule of 
law; and economic recovery. The purpose of the action plan is to develop a mechanism between 
women, peace and security agenda. Monitoring of this action plan is carried out jointly by the 
Peacebuilding Support Office and UN Women.  
 

Ellen Johnson-Dirleaf of Liberia was one example of a notable first female head of state, 
but another includes Michelle Bachelet of Chile. Both women have used their gender to harness 
‘the power of maternal symbolism – the hope that a woman could best close wounds left on their 
societies by war and dictatorship.’  
 
UN Reports relating to the topic 
 
An Agenda for Peace, 1992 
 

"Peacebuilding is a process that facilitates the establishment of durable peace and tries to 
prevent the recurrence of violence by addressing root causes and effects of conflict through 
reconciliation, institution building, and political as well as economic transformation."  
 
An Agenda for Development, 1994 
 

"For countries emerging from conflict, peace-building offers the chance to establish new 
institutions, social, political and judicial, that can give impetus to development. [...] Pulling up the 
roots of conflict goes beyond immediate post-conflict requirements and the repair of war-torn 
societies. The underlying conditions that led to conflict must be addressed. As the causes of conflict 
are varied, so must be the means of addressing them. Peace-building means fostering a culture of 
peace. Land reform, water-sharing schemes, common economic enterprise zones, joint tourism 
projects and cultural exchanges can make a major difference. Restoring employment growth will 
be a strong inducement to the young to abandon the vocation of war."  
 
Brahimi Report, 2000 
  

"Activities undertaken on the far side of conflict to reassemble the foundations of peace 
and provide the tools for building on those foundations something that is more than just the 
absence of war." 
 
Report of the Peacebuilding Commission on its first session, 2007 
 

"The Peacebuilding Commission will marshal resources at the disposal of the international 
community to advise and propose integrated strategies for post-conflict recovery, focusing 
attention on reconstruction, institution-building and sustainable development, in countries 
emerging from conflict. 
The Commission will bring together the UN's broad capacities and experience in conflict 
prevention, mediation, peacekeeping, respect for human rights, the rule of law, humanitarian 
assistance, reconstruction and long-term development." 
 

http://www.beyondintractability.org/essay/stable_peace/
http://www.beyondintractability.org/essay/addressing_underlying_causes/
http://www.beyondintractability.org/essay/reconciliation/


 

 

Secretary General discourse at the UN PBC Retreat, January 18, 2008 
 

"The Peacebuilding Commission embodies all aspects of the UN's work: peace, 
development and human rights. By integrating them into one coherent approach you are helping 
to close gaps in the international response to countries emerging from conflict." 
 
  



 

 

Role of the UN and its Bodies 
Role of the UN: 
The United Nations has been at the centre of expanding international peacebuilding efforts, 
from the verification of peace agreements in southern Africa, Central America and Cambodia in 
the 1990s, to subsequent efforts to consolidate peace and strengthen states in the Balkans, 
Timor-Leste, and West Africa, to more recent operations in Afghanistan, Haiti and Sudan. (1) 
Role of the Peacebuilding Commission and Peacebuilding Fund 
Mandated by the United Nations General Assembly and the Security Council on 20 December 
2005, the Peacebuilding Commission is an intergovernmental advisory body that supports peace 
efforts in countries emerging from conflict. 
The Peacebuilding Commission plays a role in bringing together all of the relevant actors, 
including international donors, the international financial institutions, national governments, 
troop contributing countries. It also marshals resources and advises on and proposes strategies 
for post-conflict recovery and peacebuilding in appropriate areas. 
The countries which are currently on the PBC agenda are Burundi, Sierra Leone, Guinea, Guinea-
Bissau, Liberia, and Central African Republic. 
A peace-building fund for post-conflict peacebuilding initiatives was established in October 2006 
by the Secretary General in response to a request from the General Assembly and the Security 
Council. The Peacebuilding Fund provides support for activities which directly contribute to 
post-conflict stabilization and strengthen the capacity of governments, national/local 
institutions and transitional or other relevant authorities. 
The fund is currently supporting 222 projects in 22 countries. 
The Economic and Social Council  
ECOSOC has taken a modern approach to developing mechanisms to respond to the problems 
facing by countries emerging from conflict and thus helping to prevent further deterioration of 
human security. 
In 2002, the Council established the ECOSOC Ad Hoc Advisory Groups to help define long-term 
programs of support for countries emerging from conflict and created two groups on Guinea-
Bissau (created in October 2002) and on Burundi (created in July 2003). While the mandates of 
the two Groups have been terminated as the peacebuilding challenges of these countries are 
now being addressed by the Peacebuilding commission (PBC), the Council retains its role in 
providing advice to Haiti on a long-term development strategy to promote socio-economic 
recovery and stability through the Ad Hoc Advisory Group on Haiti. The first Advisory Group on 
Haiti was created in response to a request by the Security Council, using Article 65 of the United 
Nations Charter to request advice from ECOSOC. 
The Council also recently discussed the role of the United Nations and the international 
community in supporting South Sudan.  
The General Assembly in its resolutions 60/180 and 61/16 affirmed the importance of 
interaction between the Economic and Social Council and the Peacebuilding Commission and 
underlined the value of the experience of ECOSOC in the area of post-conflict peacebuilding.  
The Council has also invited the Chair of the Peacebuilding Commission to continue to inform it 
of the economic and social challenges of peacebuilding in the African countries on the 
Commission’s agenda.  
 
Role of the Civil Society   
The civil society has a great role to play in the provision of aid and restoring persons and families 
to their livelihoods and communities. Non-governmental organizations are able to provide more 
on-foot and direct short term action in order to aid persons affected by the conflict. They can 
help with medical aid as well as provide basic services while the government is being restored to 
an economically viable state.   
Role of external countries 



 

 

Such countries are able to play a role in the post-conflict recovery of other nations through 
providing humanitarian aid or financial support.  
 
Bloc Positions 
 
Western Nations 

Both Canada and the US possess major roles in this committee due to their great 
involvement in humanitarian programmes and their foreign aid contribution. However, these 
countries may need to re-evaluate their processes to make their efforts more efficient.  
 
Africa 

The African continent possess a lot of problematic situations for a very long time. The 
most known example would be the Democratic Republic of Congo, which host the largest UN 
peacekeeping mission and is still recovering from the war that ended in 2003. With the aid of UN 
agencies, NGOS, donors and the citizens, DR Congo is economically stable and is heading to an 
era of economic growth and development. This case has shown that economic stability plays a 
crucial role in the peace environment of DR Congo. The World Bank has highlighted within the 
document called ‘Let Africa Trade with Africa’, that African countries should consider helping each 
other to reach an economic stability throughout the region.  
 
Middle East 

Due to the instability of societies within the region and the activities of ISIS, the region’s 
economy has slowly been free falling. Countries in these regions can no longer rely heavily on oil 
prices, due to the fluctuations, thus diversification is required. In addition, these regions are 
known for corrupt governments and high unemployment rates, it is up to the countries to 
cooperate with the international community to create long-term peace within the region. 
 
Questions to be considered 

- How can ECOSOC’s response to conflict be improved? 

- When should ECOSOC intervene? When is a conflict truly resolved? 

- How can we most effectively ensure economic recovery of a post-conflict country? 

- Whose role is it to invest in the redevelopment of a nation in the aftermath of conflict? 

- Where can more funding for peacebuilding be procured from? 

- How can we measure the success of peace-building in post-conflict nations? 

- How can ECOSOC adopt an equal gender participation in peacebuilding? 
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